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~ Welcome ~ 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for this 
performance! 

This has been a long, difficult year for all of us and 
I couldn’t be happier to be returning to the work of 
bringing theater to the community. It has been 
said that the Theater is the gym where people can 
go to build empathy. This long “intermission” 
allowed us the time to work on ourselves and find 
ways to create happier, healthier relationships 
with our art and our collaborators. 

Miss You Like Hell is a show that I knew I wanted 
to produce at Patio Playhouse since I first read it. I 
am always on the lookout for shows that speak to 
a diverse community and tell diverse stories. I’ve 
long been a fan of Quiara Alegría Hudes’ work and 
this show is no exception. The story is so 
impactful, and as I shared it with what would later 
become the production team for this show, I was 
moved by how invested they were in telling this 
story, which resonated so deeply with them. I think 
this show is especially relevant now as 
immigration has become a leading topic politically 
on a national level, and anything we can do to 
humanize the players involved in that political 
struggle is good for community discourse.  

I couldn’t be prouder of the work that everyone in 
this production has done to tell this story, 
especially Elizabeth Arellano, Erika R. Gamez, and 

Emerson McMurtry. The assembled cast and 
musicians have all worked so hard, and I think it 
shows in their performance. 

Following this show, we are thrilled to finally have 
a full slate of shows as part of our comeback 
season. We return to Kit Carson in late August to 
bring you I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change, 
which audiences loved in 2014. In October we 
return to our downtown theater to finally present 
When We Were Young and Unafraid and then a 
remount of our 2018 holiday hit Every Christmas 
Story Ever Told (And Then Some)! In January we 
have another musical, Hedwig and the Angry Inch. 
Then our youth theater returns with the 
melodrama, The Villain Wore a Dirty Shirt. We 
close our season with Jump and Lobby Hero. 

We hope you are able to join us for this collection 
of diverse stories, ranging from the serious to the 
farcical. We firmly believe that with regular trips 
to our theatrical ‘gym’ we can all grow to become 
more empathetic people, the kind the world needs 
more of. 

Thank you, and enjoy the show! 

Matt FitzGerald, Artistic Manager 

~ Director’s Note ~ 
“Las fronteras dividen, solo crean 
cicatrices...Borders are scars on the face of the 
planet” - Gogol Bordello 

It's been several months since I was approached 
by Matt to return to Patio Playhouse. When he first 
approached me about this project, I was familiar 
with Quiara Alegría Hudes and her work. 
Unfortunately, I was unable to see this musical 
while it was premiering at La Jolla Playhouse. I 
was disappointed in myself. But like many things 
in life, I figured if it was meant for me it would 
return to me. 

So, when Matt approached me to direct this show I 
was hesitant. I had just lost my dream job. A job I 
had worked hard for. I was unsure of many things 
and we were in the middle of a pandemic. But I 
read the script and listened to the music. The 
more I kept listening, the more and more I 
connected. The more and more I knew deep in my 
soul that I needed to tell this story. 

I believe many of us in the theatre community 
were hopeful to return in some capacity to live 
theatre. I know the last year and half has been… 
well, it has been many things. 2020 brought many 
blessings as well as many revelations. 

This show is deeply personal to me on varying 
levels. Not only because I am a woman, a Latina, 
and a child of an immigrant family, but because 

Beatriz and Olivia remind me of the many women 
who helped shape my life. At the end of the day, 
this is a story about a mother and a daughter and 
their journey to finding out what 'family' means to 
them. They encounter many people along the way, 
people that share in their joy and sorrow, people 
that grow to acknowledge them and love them. 

The social and political themes throughout this 
play only demonstrate that this is a fight we 
continue. Our children are still in cages, families 
continue to be separated, and DACA applications 
continue to be denied. We have a lot of work to do. 
But, I thank Patio Playhouse for doing what most 
theaters in San Diego won't, which is to tell a story 
that represents the majority of the San Diego 
community. To go outside of the 'norm' and tell a 
story that matters, a story that is relevant, a story 
that is a reality for many immigrant families. 

BIPOC audiences are NOT the "non-traditional 
audiences'. We are so much more. We belong. Our 
cultures are full to the brim with art, music, 
songs, and dance. We are worthy and we belong. 
The immigrant story is not a monolith. Nor shall it 
ever be. And that is what this show aims to do. To 
show that immigrant stories are complex because 
they are human stories.  

Elizabeth Arellano, Director 



~Setting~ 

Setting: 2014, the late Obama years. 

~ Songs ~ 

“Prologue & Prayer (Lioness)” .................................................... Beatriz 

“Sundays” ....................................................................................... Olivia 

“Mothers” ....................................................... Beatriz, Olivia, Ensemble 

“Received” ......................................................... Olivia, Pearl, Ensemble 

“Yellowstone” .............................................................. Pearl, Ensemble 

“My Bell’s Been Rung” ............. Mo, Higgins, Beatriz, Olivia, Ensemble 

“Over My Shoulder” ..................................................................... Beatriz 

“Bibliography” .............................................................. Olivia, Ensemble 

“Baggage” ................................. Beatriz, Olivia, Mo, Higgins, Ensemble 

“Castaway Comments” ..................................... Pearl, Olivia, Ensemble 

“Tamales” ................................................................................... Manuel 

“Now I’m Here” ................................ Olivia, Beatriz, Manuel, Ensemble 

“The Dirtiest Deed” .......................... Manuel, Olivia, Beatriz, Ensemble 

“Yellowstone (Reprise)” .............................................. Pearl, Ensemble 

“Dance With Me” .............................. Beatriz, Manuel, Pearl, Ensemble 

“Lioness” ........................................................ Beatriz, Olivia, Ensemble 

“Court Clothes” ....................................................................... Ensemble 

“Miss You Like Hell” .................................................... Olivia, Ensemble 

“Over My Shoulder (Reprise)” ................................................. Company 

“Epilogue” ......................................................................... Olivia, Beatriz 

“Miss You Like Hell” is performed without an intermission. 



~ Cast ~ 

Vivian V. Schmitz  ......................................................................... Beatriz 

Violeta Ruiz-Lopez ......................................................................... Olivia 

Carjanae Evans .............................................................................. Pearl 

Brian P. Evans .................................................................................... Mo 

Jason Schlarmann ...................................................................... Higgins 

Rick Hernandez .......................................................................... Manuel 

Shianna Chastain ......................................................... Ensemble/Clerk 

Nathan Groome ......................................................... Ensemble/Officer 

Mykaila Istvanyi ................................................... Ensemble/Front Desk 

Shaun Lim .................................................................. Ensemble/Officer 

Ashley Perez ..............................................................Ensemble/Lawyer 

Jana Russick ................................................................ Ensemble/Clerk 

Matt Sayre .................................................................. Ensemble/Officer 

~ Band ~ 

Keyboard, Accordion, Conductor .................................. Erika R. Gamez 

Violin .............................................................. Samuel Jimenez-Romero 

Cello .................................................................................... Carol Mellor 

Guitar ............................................................................. Andrew Snyder 

Bass ................................................................................ Matt FitzGerald 

Drums ............................................................................... Skye Landers 

 
The Band is sponsored by Hunsakers at Vincents. 

~ Special Thanks ~ 

Bruce Blackwell, Luminary Arts 
  



~ Production Crew ~ 

Director ..................................................................... Elizabeth Arellano 
Producers .......................................... Matt FitzGerald and Ell Rudgers 
Music Director ............................................................... Erika R. Gamez 
Stage Manager ........................................................ Emerson McMurtry 
Choreographer ......................................................... Elizabeth Arellano 
Costume Design..................................................................... Alli Brown 
Costume Assistant ............................................................ Kayla Malone 
Lighting Design ......................................................... Mickey Mounarath 
Sound Design ............................................................ Elizabeth Arellano 
Set Design ...................................................................... Matt FitzGerald 
Scenic Painting ..................... Karen O’Rourke, Elizabeth Arellano, and 

Ell Rudgers 
Properties .............................................................................. Alli Brown 
Master Electrician ......................................................... Matt FitzGerald 
Light Operator .................................................................. Tim Abelovski 
Sound Operator ................................................................ Joseph Butler 
Stage Hand .................................................................. Spencer Waldron 
Photography ....................................... Matt FitzGerald and Ell Rudgers 
Publicity ................................................................... Cassiopeia Guthrie 
Program ........................................................................... Steve Warrick  

~ Resources ~ 
Miss You Like Hell touches on some difficult topics. If you need help, please reach 

out to one of the organizations below. 

Suicide: 
San Diego Access and Crisis Line:  

888-724-7240 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline:  
800-273-TALK (8255) 

https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org 

Survivors of Suicide Loss:  
619-482-0297 

https://www.soslsd.org 
 

Immigration: 
Legal Aid Society of San Diego:  

877-534-2524 
https://www.lassd.org/area/immigration 

San Diego Rapid Response Network: 
619-536-0823 

https://rapidresponsesd.org 

Children of Divorce: 
Kid’s Turn San Diego: 858-521-0027 

https://kidsturnsd.org 



~ Profiles ~ 
Vivian V. Schmitz (Beatriz) has a passion for all music.  Everything from classic rock 
to classical.  She received her B.A. in Music from The University of Central Florida. 
She has most recently portrayed Camila in Patio Playhouse’s production of In the 
Heights. In concert, she has portrayed roles such as Lucy (Jekyll & Hyde), Miss One 

(The Wiz), Joanne (Rent), and Mary Magdalene (Jesus Christ Superstar).  She is also a part of 
several ensembles, including Encore Vocal Ensemble and Albert McNeil Jubilee Singers. 

Violeta Ruiz-Lopez (Olivia) is excited to be working with Patio Playhouse again this 
year to tell such a special story like Miss You Like Hell. She recently graduated from 
the University of California, Irvine with her Bachelor of Arts in Drama this past June. 
Some of her favorite past roles are Vanessa (In The Heights), Extraordinary Girl 
(American Idiot), Paulette (Legally Blonde), and Rose Alvarez (Bye Bye Birdie). She 

dedicates this performance to her loving family and friends for always showing her endless 
support and encouragement to follow her dreams and achieve her goals. Her Instagram is 
@viioleta 

Carjanae Evans (Pearl) is a singer/songwriter; she has put out two E.P.’s, and her 
newest is 21, released in 2020. The beats are made by her sister (specs.so.smooth). 
She’s created, planned, and successfully performed three concerts. She performed at 
the Del Mar Fair multiple years and December Nights, located in Balboa Park. She’s 
currently at Grossmont College working towards transferring and getting her degree 

in music specializing in vocal. This is her acting debut, which she is very excited about! 

Brian P. Evans (Mo) was last seen on Patio’s stage in 2019’s production of Little 
Women: The Musical as Professor Bhaer, as well as The Wizard of Oz as Professor 
Marvel/The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, for which he won both the Patio Playhouse Award 
as well as the Aubrey for Best Actor, Major Support in a Musical. Other productions at 
Patio include Henry Higgins in Pygmalion, Doc Gibbs in Our Town, George in Who’s 

Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, Stein in City of Angels, and the IRS Inspector, Wilbur C. Henderson, in his 
first appearance at Patio in You Can’t Take It with You.  Other productions include Mozart in 
Amadeus, The Baker in Into the Woods, and Black Stache in Peter and the Starcatcher. 

Jason Schlarmann (Higgins) is appearing in his sixth production with Patio Playhouse 
and is honored to return to the stage with such a talented cast of performers, crew 
and production team. The experience has been exactly the joy returning from last 
year's global hiatus should be. 

Rick Hernandez (Manuel) holds a BA in Dramatic Art from UCSB, an MA in 
Leadership and Nonprofit Management from USD, and an MFA in Musical Theater 
from SDSU. He is currently a Ph.D. candidate in the Leadership and Organizational 
Management program at Alliant International University. He has had a long and 
colorful dual career as a performing artist and arts administrator. Rick is happy to be 

returning for his 4th show at Patio Playhouse, where his previous roles have included the Hermit in 
Young Frankenstein, the Constable in Fiddler on the Roof, and Steve in Tinseltown Christmas. Rick 
says, “One of my favorite things to do in life is summer theater under the stars!” And “Anybody 
hiring an arts administrator?” 

Shianna Chastain (Ensemble/Clerk) is incredibly proud to be joining the Patio 
Playhouse family. Musical theater has been a forever love for Shianna, so she is so 
excited to be joining this beautiful, heartwarming show. Shianna’s past credits 
include: Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (Narrator), Grease 
(Frenchy), Bye Bye Birdie (Ensemble), and Time and Time Again (Miss Laine). She 

would like to thank her family for their continued love, support, and encouragement, and everyone 
at Patio Playhouse for making this such a fun and creatively fulfilling experience. 



Nathan Groome (Ensemble/Officer) is glad to be back for his third production with 
Patio Playhouse. You may have seen him previously in Rogues’ Gallery and in Fun 
Home. He would also like to thank you all for continuing to support theatre and the 
arts through these trying times! 

Mykaila Istvanyi (Ensemble/Front Desk) is excited to be a part of the ensemble in her 
first Patio Playhouse production. Some of her favorite past roles include The Witch 
(Big Fish), St. Jimmy (American Idiot), Belle (Beauty and the Beast), and Nancy 
(Oliver!). She would like to thank her wonderful Mom, Dad, friends and family for their 
immense love and encouragement in her creative endeavors. 

Shaun Lim (Ensemble/Officer) is a San Diego-based theatre maker who is proper 
chuffed to be back on stage for the first time since the panoramic panini and to be 
collaborating with Patio Playhouse. They would love to thank Liz, Matt, and Erika for 
the opportunity, and the MYLH cast and crew for the fantastic rehearsal process. 
Forever grateful to family, friends, mentors, and the cat for their constant love and 

encouragement. Select credits: Clybourne Park (Jim u/s), The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
(Ensemble), Heathers (Ensemble, Wildsong Productions), Dog Sees God (Beethoven), An Iliad 
(Poet), and Oleanna (John). Select life credits: SD Raves (*pre-panna cotta, Designated Driver), 
SBP Medical Discovery Institute (Overanxious Graduate Student), Roommate (Mixologist/Cat 
Servant). IG: @caenorhabditise 

Ashley Perez (Ensemble/Lawyer) has been a first soprano since birth! In the past, 
she has been cast in roles such as Glinda the Good Witch in The Wizard of Oz and 
April in Company. She now returns to Patio Playhouse for their first live show after a 
long intermission, and is grateful for the privilege to be back performing! She gives 
thanks to her friends, family, and her amazing and supportive boyfriend, Steve. 

Jana Russick (Ensemble/Clerk) is ecstatic to be playing an uptight law clerk in her 
first production with Patio Playhouse. Since graduating with a BA in Fashion, Jana 
has played mostly lighthearted roles, including Kira in Xanadu (YAT), Torrey in Freaky 
Friday (Pickwick Players), and Margot in Legally Blonde (Star Repertory, Escondido), 
so she’s excited to be taking on a show with a more emotional message. Jana 

dedicates this show to anyone who has been separated from their family by borders and hopes for 
a future free of xenophobia, racism, and discrimination. Please enjoy the amazing cast and music 
of Miss You Like Hell! 

Matt Sayre (Ensemble/Officer) is very happy to be returning to the stage with Patio 
Playhouse for the first time in 20 months! His previous Patio credits include Theo in 
American Idiot, Mr. Bratt in How To Succeed in Business Without Really Trying, Daddy 
Warbucks in Annie, Simon Stimpson in Our Town, Father in Miracles of the Season, 
and Nogaret in Kings Among Men. Matt would like to thank Liz, Matt, Erika, Emerson, 

and the cast for their friendship and hospitality as well as his family and friends for their love and 
support over the years!!! Live theatre is BACK and ENJOY THE SHOW! 

Matt Sayre is sponsored by Michael and Patricia Sayre 

Elizabeth Arellano (Director) is excited to return to Patio Playhouse as a director. She most 
recently directed Patio’s first bilingual production, Juan Mayorga’s Animales 
Nocturnos/Nocturnal. Favorite credits include: Heathers the Musical (Onstage Playhouse), La 
Posada Magica (Hispanic Arts Theatre), The Living Altar Plays Festival, Plays By Young Writers (Old 
Globe); Beachtown and Native Gardens staged readings (San Diego Rep); Seven Spots On The Sun 
(InnerMission Productions); Lamb’s Valentine’s Day Cabaret (Lamb’s Players); Last Days of Judas 
Iscariot and My Name is Alice (SDSU). Arellano holds her BA in Theatre Performance from SDSU 
and a M.Ed. from the University of San Diego and sends her utmost gratitude to family, friends, 
husband, and the incredible cast and team behind Miss You Like Hell. 

Erika R. Gamez (Music Director) is a NYC transplant from Fresno, CA, whose recent credits 
include She Loves Me (SDSU), Allegory (La Jolla Playhouse WOW Festival), Little Women: The 
Broadway Musical (Patio Playhouse), and James and the Giant Peach (SDSU). She’s looking 
forward to serving as Music Director/Keys 1 for the Summer: The Donna Summer Musical National 
Tour. Erika has a Master of Music in Conducting from SDSU and a B.A. in Music Education from 
Fresno State, and can be found at erikargamez.com. 



Matt FitzGerald (Producer, Bass) is the Artistic Manager of Patio Playhouse and the Associate 
Production Manager at North Coast Rep. Recent directing credits include Fun Home, In the 
Heights, How to Succeed in Business…, American Idiot, and Rhinoceros. 

Ell Rudgers (Producer) is an actor as well as a director, stage manager, producer, and teaching 
artist. They are happy to step back into Patio to co-produce on this poignant, thoughtful, and 
powerful show. Recent credits include Romeo (Romeo & Juliet) and Demetrius (A Midsummer 
Night's Dream) in Boozin' With the Bard with New Match Collective, Kyla/Brit (Hall Pass) with 
Blindspot Collective, and Agnes (She Kills Monsters) with Grossmont College. 

Emerson McMurtry (Stage Manager) is trying their hand at the technical side of theatre for the 
first time after a lifelong love of singing and acting. They have been seen on the Patio stage as Mrs. 
Lovett in Sweeney Todd (2018) and Ensemble in Jesus Christ Superstar (2018). They are studying 
Music with an emphasis in Vocal Performance and Literature at Cal State San Marcos. They are 
excited at the new theatre prospects opening up for them and hope to explore and pursue more 
avenues as they come. 

Alli Brown (Costumes and Props) is a first-time costumer, long-time theater lover. Excited to be 
back, this is her fifth project with Patio Playhouse, which she could not have done without her 
amazing assistant Kayla Malone. Always enthused and grateful for the amazing range of 
opportunities Patio offers. Enjoy the show! 

Mickey Mounarath (Light Design) is a former dancer of Ogden Contemporary Dance Theatre. He 
has also performed with Orchesis Dance Theatre and Another Language Performing Arts. Mickey 
has produced/co-produced all dance and theatre productions for Visionary Dance Theatre, 
Visionary School for the Performing Arts, and Visionary Musical Theatre Company.  Through 
Mounarath-Powell Productions, Mickey has also produced/co-produced numerous productions 
and artists within the San Diego area.  Alongside being the Business Director for Visionary, he 
continues his career in the computer industry. He additionally does consulting for both IT and the 
Performing Arts. 

Quiara Alegría Hudes (Book and Lyrics) is a writer, strong wife and mother of two, barrio feminist, 
and native of West Philly, U.S.A. Hailed for her work’s exuberance, intellectual rigor, and rich 
imagination, her plays and musicals have been performed around the world. They include Water 
By the Spoonful, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama; In the Heights, winner of the Tony Award 
for Best Musical and Pulitzer finalist; and Elliot, A Soldier’s Fugue, another Pulitzer finalist. Her 
most recent musical, Miss You Like Hell, appeared Off-Broadway at New York’s Public Theater. 

Originally trained as a composer, Hudes writes at the intersection of music and drama. She has 
collaborated with renowned musicians, including Nelson Gonzalez, Michel Camilo, Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, Erin McKeown, and The Cleveland Orchestra. Hudes recently founded Emancipated 
Stories. It seeks to put a personal face on mass incarceration by having inmates share one page of 
their life story with the world. 

Erin McKeown (Music and Lyrics) is a musician, writer, and producer known internationally for her 
prolific disregard of stylistic boundaries. Her brash and clever electric guitar playing is something 
to see. Her singing voice is truly unique—clear, cool, and collected. A familiar presence on NPR 
and the BBC, McKeown’s songs have also appeared on numerous television shows and 
commercials. She has spent the last decade and a half playing nearly 200 shows a year while 
releasing 9 studio albums and refining a distinct and challenging mix of American musical styles. 

McKeown’s first original musical, Miss You Like Hell, co-written with Tony and Pulitzer winner 
Quiara Alegría Hudes, had its world premiere in the fall of 2016 at the La Jolla Playhouse. It 
opened Off-Broadway at The Public Theater in the spring of 2018, where it was nominated for 3 
Outer Critics Circle Awards (Best Musical, Best Book of a Musical, Best Score) and 5 Drama Desk 
Awards (including Best Music, Best Lyrics, Best Orchestrations). 

While a student at Brown University, Erin spent three years as an artist in residence at Providence, 
Rhode Island’s revolutionary community arts organization, AS220. An active voice on social justice 
issues and culture, Erin was a 2011-12 fellow at Harvard’s Berkman Klein Center for Internet and 
Society, and she has blogged and hosted for WNYC New York Public Radio. A former board 
member of the Future of Music Coalition, McKeown has also worked closely with a range of non-
profits focusing on her core concerns of media justice and immigration reform. 



 

 
 

 
 
  



 

Interview with Composer and Lyricist Erin McKeown 

Could there be anything better than diving into seeing a new show for the first time (or a favorite 
again) and to have a new lens or context on what you're seeing? We don't think so, and so, in 
preparing for our production of Miss You Like Hell, our team was kind enough to take the time to 
offer some nuggets about the show! 

As the talented composer behind the production, in tandem with playwright Quiara Alegría Hudes, 
Erin McKeown is a jaw-dropping musician, writer, and producer. According to her bio on her 
website, erinmckeown.com, she is "known internationally for her prolific disregard of stylistic 
boundaries. Her brash and clever electric guitar playing is something to see. Her singing voice is 
truly unique—clear, cool, and collected. Over the last 20 years, she has performed around the 
world, released 10 full length albums, and written for film, television, and theater, all the while 
refining her distinctive and challenging mix of American musical forms. Her first musical, Miss You 
Like Hell, written with Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Quiara Alegría Hudes, opened Off-Broadway 
at The Public Theater in 2018. It was nominated for 5 Drama Desk Awards, including Best Lyrics, 
Best Music and Best Orchestrations, and The Wall Street Journal named it Best Musical of 2018." 
She is also a Professor of the Practice at her alma mater, Brown University, and, as we learned, is 
about to hit the road for a fall tour which includes Escondido's own The Grand Ritz on November 5! 
We were thrilled to have the opportunity to speak with Erin about the production and about her 
upcoming engagements in a recent Q&A: 

Why did you initially get involved with writing the music and lyrics of Miss You Like Hell? 

MYLH is an adaptation of Quiara’s play 26 Miles. Sometime in 2011, she decided she wanted to 
turn it into a musical, and she began looking for female composers to work with. A childhood friend 
of hers knew about my music and passed her my 2009 record Hundreds of Lions. Quiara dug it and 
wrote me an email through my website. The coolest unexpected email of my life, and the rest is 
history. 

Why do you think this musical is important today? 

On a political and activist level, I think MYLH is important because it tells a unique story of one 
family’s experience within the usually monolithic discourse about immigration. I think who Beatriz is 
challenges a lot of assumptions about immigrants. She is joyful, playful, despondent, resilient, 
humorous, many many more things than the usual stereotypes. The more stories of individuals we 
see, the more nuanced (and successful) our conversations can become. On a metaphoric level, the 
people that Olivia and Beatriz meet on the road represent the best of Americans—kind strangers, 
courageous neighbors—and serve as a reminder of who the American people actually are. And then 
theatrically, I feel so proud to be part of a work of art that gives opportunities for all kinds of actors 
to be onstage. More of that, please!! 

We know you can't choose a favorite - but are there particular songs that you think are most 
impactful? 



I’ve always loved all the versions of “Yellowstone” you hear in the show. Yes, the song is funny and 
sweet and a little absurd—an R&B slow jam about a national park—but it is also radical in its 
message of welcome. Everyone belongs outside! National parks are sacred spaces! I also love all 
the version of “Lioness” in the show: the prologue, the prayer, the big version in Yellowstone. It ties 
together everything Quiara and I wanted MYLH to be: Feminist, rocking, spiritual, galvanizing. 

What themes or elements of the show do you think will resonate most with audiences in 
today's climate and a post-pandemic world? 

I don’t know yet! It’s too soon. I think we are all figuring things out as we carefully step back into the 
world. I hope that a post-pandemic world encourages our audiences to listen more generously to 
stories different than their own and to find common ground in those stories. If the pandemic taught 
us anything, I hope it's that we are all dependent on our neighbors and that when we need help, our 
neighbors will be there. 

What advice do you have for artists who are interested in getting involved in singing and 
songwriting? 

Firstly, remember that songs are not precious. You will write plenty of them in your time, and some 
will be better than others. You’ll like some more than others. But none of them are so special that 
you should pause in your daily practice of making. Secondly, keep your day job as long as possible. 
There’s nothing wrong with that. "Full-time artist” is a misleading term. You are always an artist, and 
putting too much financial pressure on your creative output is never good for the work. 

Do you have any new or upcoming projects that you're excited about sharing with us? 

Yes! I’ve got a new record, Kiss Off Kiss, arriving on September 24. If you liked MYLH you might dig 
it. And happily, I’ll be playing at The Grand Ritz in Escondido on November 5. Love to see folks! 

Is there anything else you'd like to share or say that we missed above? 

We were fortunate enough to develop and premiere MYLH at La Jolla Playhouse. I want to thank 
them for making us so welcome in the San Diego area. I spent a lot of time out here in 2016 and had 
a magical time in your communities. I’m so excited our show is continuing in the area, and I thank 
everyone for coming. 

Thanks so much to Erin for your thoughtful reflections on this show and on your work. We 
can't wait to see your songs come alive in Miss You Like Hell, opening July 30 at Kit Carson 
Amphitheater! 

  



 



Patio Playhouse Board of Directors 
President ....................................................................................... Cassiopeia Guthrie 
1st Vice President ........................................................................... Sarah Winchester 
2nd Vice President ....................................................................................... Ali Flores 
Secretary ............................................................................................... Steve Warrick 
Treasurer .......................................................................................... Peggy Schneider 
Artistic Manager .................................................................................. Matt FitzGerald 
General Manager .......................................................................................... Ali Flores 
Technical Manager ................................................................................. David Guthrie 
Youth Theater Director .................................................................. Brenda Townsend 
Directors at Large ............ Tim Arends, Chris Braden, Dani Leandra, Andrew Lukes,  

David Marshall, Emerson McMurtry, Dan Townsend, Deb Zimmer 

Advisory Members ......................... Bruce Blackwell, Connie Fischl, Rick Hernandez,  
Brian Keon, Shaun Lim, Brenda Townsend 

 

Patio Playhouse Membership and Ticket Packages 
Patio Playhouse offers exciting memberships and ticket packages. Memberships 
include free tickets, special events, drawings, and vouchers. Visit our website at 
www.patioplayhouse.com and click Support Us > Become a Member for complete 
details. Ticket packages offer a substantial discount over regular ticket prices and are 
good for any show or combination of shows within each category. Click Visit Us > 
Ticket Packages on our website for more information. 

  

http://www.patioplayhouse.com/


Patio Playhouse Members 
Become a member today and help support quality community and youth theater in 

Escondido! Pick up a form in the lobby or visit www.patioplayhouse.com. 

Lifetime (Emeritus)  
Mr. and Mrs. Carleton 

Appleby  
Candace Cameron  
The Gelvin family  
Mrs. Kathleen Gelvin  
Joan Kearns  
Connie Marino  
Anita Milner  
Stan and Jo Rubin  
Dr. Michelle Shapiro  

Mogul ($2000+)  
(Receives Producer 
benefits and a private 
show)  
Steve and Peggy 

Schneider 
Jason Schlarmann 

Producer ($1000+)  
(Receives a half-page 
program ad in addition 
to Benefactor benefits)  
Ashcroft/Hall 
The Jasada Foundation—

Samantha Goldstein 
and David Newman 

John and Pam 
Gunderson 

Lindsey O'Connor 

Benefactor ($500+)  
(Receives 1/4 paqe ad, 
two banquet tickets and 
two Tix Packs) 
Jill Campbell 
Jim Clevenger   

Sustaining ($250+)  
(Receives two Tix 
Packs)  
Matthew and Emily 

FitzGerald 
Ronald Hill  
In Memory of Peggy 

Miller's Mom 
Gretchen Pili 
Sharon Purviance 
Brenda Townsend 
Dan Townsend 
James Wade 
Steve Warrick and 

Shelley Spisak 
Stephen and Chris 

Yunker  

Sponsor ($100+)  
(Receives four tickets 
to any show)  
Amy Brown 
Geno and Connie Fischl 
Georgette Fleuret 
Paul Groome 
Earl Guy 
David R. and Cassiopeia 

B. Guthrie 
Andrew Lukes 
Joyce McHugh 
Christine Montan 
Barbara Preston 
Liz Schwartz 
Brent Stringfild 
Cecily Taylor 
Amy Throckmorton 
Gudrun Warrick 
Deb and Rick Zimmer 
Michelle Peters 

Patron ($50+)  
(Receives two tickets to 
any show)  
Tim Arends 
Rosemarie Boston 
Carol Gendel 

Supporting ($25+)  
Pamela Albergo 
Caro Prior Aristei 
Bruce Blackwell 
Chris Braden 
Ali Flores 
Dani Leandra Guinn 
Brian Keon 
Alan Lewis 
Emerson McMurtry 
Karin Norlin 
Peggy Sue Productions 
Sarah Pistone 
Victoria Silva-Davis 
Pai Wang-Smith 
Christopher Williams 
  

Is your name misspelled or missing? Be sure to let our Director on Duty know 
or leave a phone message at 760-746-6669. 

  



 

Coming Soon to  
Patio Playhouse 
www.patioplayhouse.com 

Tel. 760.746.6669 
116 South Kalmia Street, Escondido 

 
Visit our website for complete information about our 55th season! 

 

 
Jul 30–Aug 14 

 
Aug 27–Sep 11 

 
Oct 8–31 

 
Nov 19–Dec 19 (No shows Thanksgiving 

weekend) 

 
Jan 14–Feb 5 

 
Patio Youth Theater Mar 4–20 

 
Apr 8–May 1 

 
May 20–Jun 12

 

http://www.patioplayhouse.com/
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